Minnesota
House of
Representatives

October 8, 2026

The Honorable Tim Walz, Governor
130 State Capitol

75 Rev Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
St. Paul, MN 55155

VIA ELECTRONIC DELIVERY

Governor Walz:

As representatives whose constituents have been impacted by high fuel prices, we thank you for
issuing Emergency Executive Order 26-11, suspending hours of service requirements for
transporting motor fuels and allowing higher weight limits for transporting agricultural and
forestry products.

While your executive order is a good start, we hope more can be done to directly ease the financial
burden of historically high fuel prices on Minnesota’s truckers, farmers, loggers, and others who
depend on diesel fuel for their work and transportation.

On October 5, 2026, the White House issued an executive order putting into motion a deferral of
the federal excise tax on diesel fuel, without penalties and interest, through December 31, 2026.
The order directs the Secretary of Treasury to explore avenues to forgive the deferred tax. Further,
the Internal Revenue Service is directed to not impose a penalty when dyed diesel fuel is sold for
use or used for highway transportation during this period.

Section 8 of the White House executive order directs the Office of Intergovernmental Affairs to
“engage with states to further the policies of this order” and “to encourage states to adopt policies
that correspond” to the executive order.

We strongly urge your office to investigate whether your emergency power authority allows you
to take corresponding action at the state level to provide tax relief and the flexibility to use dyed

diesel on our state highways without penalties imposed by state authorities.

Prior to the issuance of the White House Executive Order, North Dakota effectively suspended its
excise tax on diesel fuel by allowing dyed fuel to be used on the highway.
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Each gallon of diesel purchased in Minnesota is taxed at 32.6 cents by the state. Allowing “red-
dyed” fuel for on-highway use, even for this limited period of time would be helpful to truckers
farmers, loggers and others who depend on diesel fuel to do their work.

We thank you for your consideration, and we look forward to your response.

Sincerely,
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Paul Anderson

Co-Chair, Agriculture Finance and Policy
State Representative, District 12A
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Lisa M. Demuth
Speaker of The House
State Representative, District 13A
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Jim Nash
Republican Whip
State Representative, District 48A
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John Burkel
State Representative, 01A
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Steve Jacob
State Representative, District 20B
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Nathan Nelson
State Representative, District 11B

Harry Niska
GOP Floor Leader
State Representative, District 31A

Bobbie Harder

Co-Vice Chair, Agriculture Finance and Policy
State Representative, District 17B
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Steve Gander
State Representative, District 01B
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Bryan Lawrence

State Representative, District 27B
Keith Allen

State Representative, District 19A
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Pam Altendorf
State Representative 20A
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Ben Bakeberg
State Representative, District 54B
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Matt Bliss
State Representative, District 02B
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Ben Davis
State Representative, District 06A

Bidal Duran
State Representative, District 02A
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Mary Franson
State Representative, District 12B
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Spencer Igo
State Representative, District 07A
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Ron Kresha
State Representative, District 10A
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Patti Anderson
State Representative, District 33A
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Dave Baker
State Representative, District 16B

Greg Davids
State Representative, District 26B
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Jeff Dotseth
State Representative, District 11A
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Marj Fogelman
State Representative, District 21B
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Walter Hudson
State Representative, District 30A
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Krista Knudsen
State Representative, District 05A
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Joe McDonald
State Representative, District 29A
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Shane Mekeland
State Representative, District 27A

Tom Murphy
State Representative, District 09B

Bernie Perryman
State Representative, District 14A

Marion Rarick
State Representative, District 29B
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Max Rymer
State Representative, District 28B
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Peggy Scott
State Representative, District 31B
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Roger Skraba
State Representative, District 03A

Chris Swedzinski
State Representative, District 15A
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Patricia Mueller
State Representative, District 23B

Tim O’Driscoll
State Representative, District 13B
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Duane Quam
State Representative, District 24A
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Aaron Repinski
State Representative, District 26 A
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Isaac Schultz

State Representative, District 10B

Tom Sexton
State Representative, District 19B
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Terry M. Stier
State Representative, District 22B
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Paul Torkelson
State Representative, District 15B
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Scott Vans Binsbergen
State Representative, District 16A
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Mike Wiener
State Representative, District 05B
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Cal Warwas
State Representative, District 07B

Natalie Zeleznikar
State Representative, District 03B



